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Synopsis

This groundbreaking and highly acclaimed work examines the two most influential African-American
leaders of this century. While Martin Luther King, Jr., saw America as essentially a dream . . . as yet
unfulfilled, Malcolm X viewed America as a realized nightmare. James Cone cuts through superficial
assessments of King and Malcolm as polar opposites to reveal two men whose visions are

complementary and moving toward convergence.
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Customer Reviews

White as well as Black Americans are in the debt of James Cone, whose important book will revise
and refocus the legacies of King and Malcolm X. --The New York Times Book ReviewMartin &
Malcolm & America | bequeath to my children and grandchildren as the cornerstone of their spiritual
inheritance. This book sums up me and my generation. It is about my life as a Black man and as an
American. Thank God it has finally come. --Ossie DavisMartin & Malcolm & America | bequeath to
my children and grandchildren as the cornerstone of their spiritual inheritance. This book sums up
me and my generation. It is about my life as a Black man and as an American. Thank God it has

finally come. --Ossie Davis

James H. Cone is Bill and Judith Moyers Distinguished Professor of Systematic Theology at Union
Theological Seminary in New York. His other books include A Black Theology of Liberation, God of

the Oppressed, The Spirituals and the Blues, and The Cross and the Lynching Tree.



This is a scholarly work. The Author gives insight into the lives, philosophy, teaching, strengths and
weaknesses of two modern leaders of African-American people so often thought to be at polar
opposites, while in reality, their individual messages are found only to work when they are received

as one.

James Cone really is a leader in Liberation Theology and Civil Rights.This book is broken up
chronologically and will talk about Malcolm’s early years than Martin’s. Malcolm and women, than
Martin and women, etc.The book gives a great overview of the leaders, and how they came to adopt
their stances. Where they overlap and how by the end of thier lives they really were not too different.
Good read for academics or for fun.On the whole though, Cone seem to ignore and downplay

women as a whole, though this is a general critique of his works.

This is simply an excellent book. | started reading it in grad school, but | lost my copy years ago. If
you are interested in civil rights and social justice, you should read this book. Especially in our
troubled times, when police, African Americans, and the white community are clashing, it is
important to understand each other, where we come from, how we got to where we are, and where

we are headed. Please read this book.

| bought a copy of this book before, then loaned it out, to never be seen again. I'm glad to have it

back in my collection.

A fantastic book! | would recommend it to everyone. Very well written and so insightful. A fantastic

documentation of US history, race relations and religion in US

A great read and in depth study of MLK and Malcolm. | only wish they lived longer. They were so

powerful!
James Cone blesses the reader with a thorough, unbiased look at 2 of the most iconic figures in the
20th century. With such a vast amount of references, coupled with interesting lives of Martin and

Malcolm, there truly never is a dull moment. 5 stars!

| was very pleased with this purchase. This book is very insightful and well-written. Great read when



reflecting on two powerful figures in Black history.
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